
Swindon Women's Aid director says: 'We can support you' 

In April Swindon Women's Refuge, part of Swindon Women's Aid, marked its first anniversary in its new premises, providing self-contained accommodation 

for women who have suffered domestic abuse. Perhaps less well known is the provision of children's services and outreach support for women and men. 

Juliet Platt talked to Swindon Women's Aid director Olwen Kelly who has been in the role since September 2012, coming from a civil service background 

and most recently working for the Home Office as a regional crime and drug abuse advisor. 

Swindon's commitmelH [Q reducing 

the incidence of domestic abuse can 

be seen in th e stati stics and more 

imporrandy the way lives of wo men, 

children and indeed men are dam­

aged. 

Commenring on rhe imporrance 

of rhe Refuge in Swindon, Olwen 

said; "While rhe narional average of 

reporred domestic abuse is only 25 per 

cenrofviolen rcrime ; inSwindon rhar 

figure is moreJike 28.5 per cenr, most 

probably thanks ro rhe proactiviryand 

zero rolerance a[[i rude oflocal police. 

"Thanks ro the dfom ofSwindon 

Borough Council, the Swindon 

Refuge has Beacon stams nationally 

and is one of the largest facilities in 

thecounrry, wirh 22 units, some with 

rhree bedrooms, and an emergency 

room. This means rhat we are able 

ro take in abu sed wom en and their 

children, male or female , up ro 18 
years of age. 

"In the past 12 monrh s we've 

worked with over 400 individuals in 

comm unity and over 100 h igh 

risk individuals. It 's ve ry violence is nor a phenomenon 

satisfying working with of the older generations. The 

victims from day one and num berofabusive relarionships 

seeing their transition ro is srill emerging with young 

independence." people between the ages of 

Explaining the nature of 16 ro 25 being the ones most 

domestic violence Olwen at risk, due largely to the way 

said: "There doesn't have relationships are portrayed in 

rhe media." to be physical violence 

involved, nor is it some­ Swindon Women's Aid is 

thing that is more prevalenr already delivering rraining for 

withincertaindemograph­ profess ionals such as GPs and 

teachers, on how ro idenrifyics than others. Domestic 

domestic violence cases, rhe abuse can be emotional 

and psychological roo, 

such as the male parmet having sole 

conrrol ovet all the money, d enying 

the woman any independence at all. 

"Domestic abuse is a highly com­

plex issue, and rhere is srill a srigma 

a[[ached ro reporring ir ro rhe police, 

nor ro menrion rhedomino effect on 

rhe parmer's job, the mortgage, and 

rhe child~en. It is rerrifying for many 

women ro confronr and rhere needs 

to be more done to improve how ir's 

dealtwith in rhecourts and in society." 

Convinced of rhe need ro rake 

prevenrarive measures ro sol\'e the 

long te rm issue ofdomes ric violence, 

Olwen and her ream have begun a new 

programme for II ro 18 year olds in 

schools and colleges ac ross Swindon, 

fOCUSSing on healrhy relationships, 

and guiding young people ro be more 

discerningabourwhar they read in the 

media and how they respond. 

This will be furrher developed dur­

ing rhe Alltumn. She said: "Domesric 

impact on children and rhe 

type of behaviour that m anifes ts as 

a result of abuse in the home. 01­

wen explained: "Professionals need 

a differenr level of knowledge and 

awareness ro get ro the root causes of 

differenr behaviollts, rarher than jusr 

reacting ro the symproms." 

Swindon \XTomen's Refuge operates 

a 24 hOllr helpline which women or 

concerned parenrs or friends can con­

tactconfidenrially on 0 1793 610610. 
www.swindonwomensaid.org 

Quality park home life for the over 50s 

. ~ 

A new phase ofpark homes .w,jthiJ.i 
---- ... ...-~ - -

Blunsdon Abbey Park caters exclusively for 

the residential requirements of today's retired 

and semi-retired residents. We have added a 

phase of executive plots with spectacular views 

overlooking Swindon and Blunsdon Abbey. 


V' Two double bedrooms 

V' Luxury kitchen with integrated appliances 

V' Easy to maintain turfed & hedged garden 

V' Convenient single-story living 

V' Adjacent garage or storeroom 

V' Downsize and release equity whilst 
maintaining a great standard of living! 

Celebrating SO years as a family business 
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